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Call for Speakers 
The South African Montessori Association is pleased to announce that the 24th Annual SAMA 

conference will take place in April 2026. 

 

Venue: The Castle of Good Hope, Cape Town 

Date:     25 and 26 April 2026 

Theme: FLOURISH — Unfolding Potential: Each Fold a Lesson, Each Child a Hope 

 

 

This year, the South African Montessori community gathers within the historic walls of The Castle 

of Good Hope — The Castle once stood as a symbol of control; today, it stands as a site of 

consciousness. By gathering there, we model for children and for society what it means to face 

history, hold its lessons, and choose transformation.  

Montessori education is not about erasure but awareness leading to growth. A place where time, 

transformation, and endurance are deeply etched into stone. Once a fortress, now a symbol of 

renewal.   

Inspired by the story of Sadako Sasaki and One Thousand Cranes, and through this analogy of 

origami paper folding, with each fold representing a wish, a hope, or a step toward peace, our 

theme honours the idea that every act of care, every moment of guidance, and every small 

transformation in the child’s journey contributes to something profound and enduring. 

In Montessori education, we too fold, shape, and guide — gently, intentionally — trusting that within 

each child lies the infinite potential to unfold into their fullest being. 

 

Just as the Castle has shifted from fortress to cultural space, so too does Montessori education shift 

from control to freedom, from instruction to unfolding. The Castle mirrors that evolution — a living 

metaphor for transformation, endurance, and rebirth. 

 

To host a Montessori gathering here is to reclaim the physical and symbolic space once used to 

divide, and to repurpose it for dialogue, education, and peace — the very work Montessori called 

“education as an aid to life.” 

The Castle stands as a reminder that through care, reflection, and courage, new stories and new 

hopes can always unfold. 

  

It is upon this foundation that we invite you to explore our theme: 

https://youtu.be/QqaiBhJA280?si=0HiFrDFFqAtdumuN
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In Montessori education, we too fold, shape, and guide — gently, intentionally — trusting that within 

each child lies the infinite potential to unfold into their fullest being. 

  

Call for Presentations and Workshops 

We invite educators, thinkers, artisans, and storytellers to contribute to this shared tapestry of 

growth and hope — across all Montessori planes of development: 

⮚ 0–3 years: The Roots of Flourishing 

Where trust, movement, and independence take form — the first folds of life’s potential. 

⮚ 3–6 years: The Unfolding Child 

Where the hand, heart and mind work together — learning through repetition, rhythm, and 

beauty. 

⮚ 6–12 years: The Expansive Child 

Where imagination and moral growth bloom — and the child’s curiosity stretches toward the 

wider world. 

We also warmly welcome hands-on, creative, and skill-sharing sessions that celebrate the spirit of 

the hand at work: 

● Origami and art as metaphors for transformation 

● Craft, music, and movement as pathways to inner order and joy 

● Practical life and outdoor experiences that foster independence and belonging 

● Storytelling, cultural expression, and peace education 

  

Presentation Options 

● Keynote Address: 45–50 minutes 
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● Breakout Session / Workshop: 60–90 minutes (interactive or discussion-based) 

● Hands-on / Skill-sharing Session: 45–90 minutes 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Please include the following in your proposal: 

1. Title of your presentation/workshop 

2. Abstract (150–250 words;Arial 12-point font with 1.5 line spacing) describing how it connects 

to the theme 

3. Intended age focus (0–3, 3–6, 6–12, or all) 

4. Option (keynote, workshop, or practical session) 

5. Short biography (100 words) 

6. Contact details 

  

Submission Deadline: 12 January 2026  Please send your proposal to 

assistant@samontessori.org.za  Subject line: FLOURISH Speaker Proposal – [Your Name] 

  

In the Castle of Good Hope — where history meets the horizon — we gather to fold new 

possibilities. Each contribution, each idea, and each shared experience adds to our collective 

thousand cranes: a symbol of peace, perseverance, and the unfolding potential within every child. 

Join us as we celebrate the art of guiding and the quiet grace of unfolding. 
 

Each fold a lesson. Each child a hope. 
Together, we flourish. 

  

● Suggested Time tabling -similar for both days, with 2 to 4 keynotes of 45minutes with 

relevancy across all Montessori plane of development and several breakout sessions in the 

form of either Workshop: 60–90 minutes (interactive or discussion-based) or Hands-on / 

Skill-sharing Session: 45–90 minutes at each plane of development.  

● Sunday begins at 09h00 and ends with a formal closing.  
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